
WEST TENNESSEE EDUCATION SUMMIT
“West Tennessee Mental Health Challenges & Opportunities”

March 8, 2024
West Tennessee AgResearch and Education Center

605 Airways Blvd., Jackson

AGENDA
Registration
Welcome & History

• Dr. Jamie Mantooth, UT Martin Interim Senior Advisor to the Chancellor & Executive Director for Student
Enrollment, WestStar ’20

• Dave Bratcher, Senior Vice President, YMCA of West Tennessee, WestStar ’12
• Danielle Johnson, Teacher, Sharon School, Weakley County Schools, WestTeach ’23

Panel: We know we have a problem, but what are we doing to fix it?
• Moderator – Bob Sparks, Teacher-Learning Coach, RTI Coordinator, Jackson Central-Merry Early College High 

School, Jackson-Madison County Schools, WestTeach ’22
• Michelle Clements, Principal, Sharon School, Weakley County Schools
• Brittany Jayco, Counselor, Sharon School, Weakley County Schools
• David Westberry, Assistant Principal, Jackson Central-Merry Early College High School, Jackson-Madison County 

Schools, WestTeach ’21
• Caroline Yarbrough, Counselor, Jackson Central-Merry Early College High School, Jackson-Madison County 

Schools
• Wes Holmes, Chief of Staff, Fayette-Ware High School, Fayette County Schools, WestTeach ’21 &  WestStar ’24
• Essence Knight, Counselor, Fayette-Ware High School, Fayette County Schools

Panel: Legislators & Business Leaders
• Moderator – Dr. Jamie Mantooth, UT Martin Interim Senior Advisor to the Chancellor & Executive Director for 

Student Enrollment, WestStar ’20
• Rep. Chris Hurt, Tennessee State Representative, District 82
• Rep. Mark White, Tennessee State Representative, District 83
• Rep. Brock Martin, Tennessee State Representative, District 79, WestStar  '16
• Rep. Debra Moody, Tennessee State Representative, District 81
• Jack Matthis, Partner, ATA CPAs+Advisors, WestStar ’13
• Donna Stines, Philanthropy Director, West Tennessee Healthcare, WestStar ’23
• Christy Williams, Branch Manager, Regions Bank, McKenzie, WestStar ’23

Break

Advancing Wellness & Resilience in Education (AWARE) Program
• Shawn Kimble, Superintendent, Lauderdale County Schools
• Student presentation with Q&A

Lunch – Sponsored by Leaders Education Foundation
• Leigh Anne Bentley, Leaders Education Foundation

Panel: Non-Profit Resources for Children and Youth 
• Moderator – Matt Marshall, President/CEO, United Way of West Tennessee
• Lindsey Crowder, LCSW, Aspell Recovery
• Richard Newbill, Internet Crimes/Gangs, Jackson Police Department
• Pam Nash, Executive Director, Carl Perkins Child Abuse Center, WestStar 

’12
• Kim Parker, Director of Crisis & Family Services, Pathways

Dismiss

8 - 8:30 a.m.
8:30 - 9 a.m.

9 - 10 a.m.

10 - 10:45 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

11 a.m. - 12 p.m.

12 p.m.

12:45 - 1:45 p.m.

1:45 p.m.

The Summit mission is to facilitate change in curriculum to enhance workforce development and opportunities. This summit will bring 
together educators, legislators, and others, under one roof to discuss challenges and opportunities in addressing mental health.


